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OBJECTIVES 
By the end of this webinar, you will be able to define: 
 

 What a California Multiple Award (CMAS) Schedule is 

 What a Federal General Services Administration (GSA) Schedule 

is 

 What “piggy backing” means 

 What is the CMAS contract term? 

 Who Can Use CMAS Contracts? 

 Any Program Fees? 

 What types of products/services are available? 

 What types of services are excluded? 

 What is prohibited? 

 



       What is a CMAS Contract 

                           A California Multiple Award contract is an award to  

two or more contractors for the same products and/or 

services at the same or similar prices.  Multiple award 

does not pertain to the number of buyers who would 

be ordering from the contract, but rather the number of 

contractors receiving an award from a common bid 

process. 

 CMAS contracts are not established through a 

competitive bid process conducted by the State of 

California.  Because of this, all pricing, products and 

/or services offered must have been previously bid and 

awarded on a Federal General Services Administration 

(GSA) schedule. 

 



   What is a Federal GSA Schedule 

 The Federal General Services Administration 

(GSA) Schedule is a contract in which suppliers 

can offer products and/or services at the same 

or similar prices. 

 Suppliers complete a 90-page application telling 

the federal government their best price for 

products and/or services. This application contains 

pre-negotiated prices, delivery terms, warranties, 

and other terms and conditions This process can 

take from one year to two years for approval. 

 

 



   Federal GSA or CMAS? 

 Since all pricing, products and/or services offered must 

have been previously assessed and awarded on a 

Federal GSA schedule, the supplier must make a 

choice. 

 The supplier either completes the Federal GSA or find 

an established Federal GSA offering the same pricing, 

products, and/or services that he is looking for. 

 This is referred to as “piggybacking”. 

 CMAS application is only 16 pages and takes 45 to 60 

days to get approved 

 

 



     CMAS Contract Term 

 The term of a CMAS contract begins upon award by 

the CMAS Unit, and technically expires on the same 

date as the referenced Federal GSA schedule; 

 CMAS adds three months to the GSA schedule end 

date to allow time for processing the CMAS contract 

renewal or extension. 

 CMAS contract renewals/extensions do not occur 

automatically when the term of the base GSA schedule 

is renewed or extended. 

 

 

 



     Who Can Use CMAS Contracts 

 State and local government agencies may use 

CMAS contracts unless the contractor explicitly 

stipulates in their CMAS contract offer that the 

contract is not available to local governments.  

 A local government agency is any city, county, 

district, or other local governmental body, 

including the California State University (CSU) and 

University of California (UC) systems, K-12 public 

schools and community colleges empowered to 

expend public funds. 

 

 



         CMAS Program Fees 

 There is no fee to apply for a CMAS contract. 

 For CMAS sales to State agencies, the State agency 

pays the DGS an administrative fee.  CMAS 

contractors do not pay fees for sales to State 

agencies. 

 For CMAS sales to local government agencies, the 

CMAS contractor pays the DGS-CMAS a 1% incentive 

fee based on the total value of all local government 

orders each quarter. 

 If the CMAS contractor is a California certified small 

business, both the administrative and incentive fees 

are waived. 

 



  What is Available 

 CMAS contracts are established for both 

information technology and non-information 

technology products and services. 

 



  What is Excluded (1) 

 Products and Services from Other DGS-Procurement 

Division Contracts Products, services and prices from 

an existing CMAS contract, statewide or master 

contract awarded by the DGS Procurement Division 

cannot be used as the basis of a CMAS contract 

application. 

 Facility Planning, Medical Services, Registered 

Nursing, Human Resources and Security Guard 

Services. 

 



  What is Excluded (2) 

 Architectural, Construction, Engineering, and 

Environmental Services are not allowed on CMAS. 

One exception is that third party verification services of 

greenhouse gas emission reports for existing facilities 

and operations are available on the CMAS Program. (If 

you have questions, contact the DGS Real Estate 

Services Division at 916-376-1752.) 

 Financial Audits 

 Legal Services 

 Public Works (If you have questions, contact the DGS 

Real Estate Services Division at 916-376-1752.) 

 

 

 



                     Fiscal Agents  and Protests 

 
 

 When a subcontractor ultimately performs all of the 

services that a prime contractor has agreed to provide, 

and the prime contractor only handles the invoicing of 

expenditures, then the prime contractor’s role 

becomes that of a fiscal agent because it is merely 

administrative in nature. It is unacceptable to use fiscal 

agents in this manner because the agency is paying 

unnecessary administrative costs. 

 California code does not provide for formal protest of 

CMAS transactions. 

 

 



 
www.pd.dgs.ca.gov/cmas 



 



SUMMARY 
 Define what a California Multiple Award Schedule (CMAS) is 

 Define what a Federal General Services Administration (GSA) 

schedule is 

 Piggy Backing 

 What is the contract term 

 Who Can Use CMAS Contracts 

 CMAS Program Fees 

 What types of products/services are available 

 What types of services are excluded 

 What is prohibited 

 

 



CMAS                                   

 For more information about CMAS: 

 Visit the website: www.pd.dgs.ca.gov/cmas 

 E-mail: cmas@dgs.ca.gov 

 Phone: (916) 375-4363 

 



QUESTIONS 

Thank you for participating in our presentation 

We wish you success! 

 Email us at:  

• Wayne.Gross@dgs.ca.gov 

• Advocate@dgs.ca.gov or 

Phone us at (800) 559-5529 X 3# 

 

mailto:Advocate@dgs.ca.gov

